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A little while afterwards another event roused
lively interest. The notorious Cartouche, terror of
town and countryside, fell into the hands of
justice and suffered the punishment for his exploits.
Finally in that same year 1721, the public learned
of Louis XV's betrothal to the Infanta of Spain,

Saint-Simon wrote in his memoirs: "It was
about time to announce the king's marriage; and
the Duke of Orleans did not let himself be
concerned as to how it would be received by the
prince who was startled by surprises, and by the
public because of the youth of the Infanta who
was still a small child. The Regent decided at
length to take a day for a regency council, and
just before the meeting to inform the king about
his marriage, and directly afterwards to declare it
to the regency council." After many discussions
between the Duke of Orleans, Fleury, Saint-Simon
and the Duke of Bourbon, the news was announced
to the sovereign in the presence of a few of his
intimates. It had a violent effect on the nervous,
sensitive child; he turned red and his eyes filled
with tears, and his face was a picture of consterna-
tion. The Marquis de Villeroi shaking his head
exclaimed: "Come, Sire, you must accept it with
a good graceI" Fleury in low tones tried to
persuade him to be present at the council and hear
his marriage proclaimed. On seeing how disturbed
he was, Philip of Orleans told them to leave him
for a few moments to compose himself; then he